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Let’s make up for

lost time…

Now’s the time to plan your next choir tour!
REGROUP

RE-ENGAGE

REIGNITE

Bond as an ensemble with a
tailor-made itinerary of performances,
experiences and culture.

Come together musically, as
you perform in venues perfectly
matched to your sound and style.

Inspire your choir to perform with
the opportunity to explore an
exciting new music scene.

There’s a whole world out there, SO LET’S GET PERFORMING!
rayburntours.com | 01332 347 828 | info@rayburntours.com
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Crawford’s Corner
Publications Oﬃcer  Bob Swallow
Sumer is icumen in.

the report that I have produced.

Here we are with the
Summer issue of
News & Views. Not a
big issue but one
which is approaching
the sort of magazine that we had before
life became a more awkward thing to live.
We have had an Annual Conference at the
proper time of the year and I believe it
went well. See what you think by reading

Choirs are once again performing in public
and are raising funds for those who need
help and support.
The Banchory Singers show us that when
there are diﬃcuties with rehearsing there
are always ways to overcome them if you
are determined.
A number of choirs have celebrations for
the long existence of their choirs and the
long service of many of their members

Bestwood Male Voice Choir show us that
not only are they back to singing as a choir
but they have joined other choirs in Mid
lands East to work and sing together and
raise funds, as are many choirs, for the
problems faced by Ukraine.
How about Biddulph, then? A century of
sinning to celebrate. ‘Between 1939 and
1949, the choir gave a legendary 390 con
certs to raise funds for ‘Forces Comforts’
and aids to charities’. that is an amazing
quotation from their history.

Chairman’s Chat
NAC Chairman  Brenda Wilkinson
Well, for the most part
we have survived one
of the most challeng
ing times, haven’t we?
I can remember the
total
despondency
when we were impris
oned in our own homes with virtually noth
ing to look forward to, but that ‘bulldog
spirit’ within us broke those chains and we

managed, through technology, to keep in
touch and maintain some sort of choir
practice.
When we were first released from that
isolation, the new challenge for many was
returning to that wide world of human
contact; some embraced it and others
were very timid to the point that some
choirs made the decision to disband.

Getting back to what we consider normal
is going to be a long process for a lot of us,
taking baby steps all the time, but the en
thusiasm I can feel from the choir reports
in this magazine tells me that our choral
future is beginning to look rosy once
more. Even so, I have to say please take
care and look after yourselves because
this virus is still lurking in the shadows.

th
95
Annual General Meeting
rd
33 Annual Conference Weekend
13 April 2022

Castle Green Hotel, Kendal

This year’s conference was held at the
Castle Green Hotel, Kendal.
Castle Green Hotel by Best Western, in
Kendal is perched on the edge of the Lake
District, set in 14 acres of garden and
woodland overlooking Kendal Castle and
Lakeland Fells. The hotel is on a hillside
4

which makes for wonderful views but a
number of challenges for those members
who struggle with mobility.
The accommodation is on one level and
the conference facilities on another with
no lift between the two.

1 April  The ‘fools’ arrive
The oﬃcers set up the welcome station,
so it was easily seen by those arriving to
book in and collect their conference book
let and badges.
When I arrived, the oﬃcers were grouped
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHOIRS

close to the dining room, and we ordered
sandwiches and chips for our lunch. The
chips were a big discussion topic as they
were chunky and were regular cuboids.
We were interested to think what they did
with what had to be trimmed to create
these chips.
The oﬃcers met at three to decide who
did what and when then Celia left us to
begin her ‘Come and Sing’ which would
normally have been a joint eﬀort between
herself and Karl Harper, but Karl backed
out of conference at the last minute, so
Celia was on her own. Liz Moulder, Group
Chairman of Midlands East, lent a hand,
or rather a pair of hands to accompany
the singing.
At half past seven the delegates began to
assemble for our Gala Dinner. The meal
was well presented and, I believe, enjoyed
by all. In the past we have had either a
group of entertainers or a soloist to play
or sing for us as we let our meal settle and
enjoyed some wine. The last couple of
years have been diﬀerent as it was hard to
find people locally who could entertain us.
We had a couple of monologues per
formed by a delegate and some solo
songs, again accompanied by Liz from
another delegate.

Two years ago, we were in lockdown and
worrying about getting concerts going and
working in choral singing. That worry has
really not gone away so Alan said how
wonderful it was to be there and singing.
What did we do during lockdown? We did
rehearsals on Zoom providing social op
portunities which was great, but the sing
ing was pretty pathetic. Some recorded
voices separately and then put the voices
together to create group singing. Alan did
some of this and wrote a little song called
Rainbow which he recorded with
members of his family. We rehearsed the
song in sections and then did the first per
formance done all together in the same
room at the same time.
As a child he learned to play recorder and
found that he liked to write his own tunes
but kept forgetting them so discovered
blank music sheets which he filled.
He tired of writing for one instrument and
eventually Mum and Dad bought a cheap
upright piano for him and with piano les
sons, away he went. In secondary school
he began singing as a treble and ended as
a bass. He Went to RCM, then taught
music in a Poly.

2 April  Sessions and Sailing
The next morning, after breakfast I went
to look at the trade stands and greet those
people who I see at conference every year
and those who have come for the first
time. The trade stands were in the same
room as the seminars so that when you
had a good look round you didn’t need to
go far to be ready to enjoy the first
speaker.

Alan began by giving us a note and getting
us to sing some scales. We began with a
major scale and then moved to a minor
scale. We then sang phrases which were
then joined to make a song. We then split
into four sections and performed the song
as a round.
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After a break for coﬀee Alan returned.
Having heard that we were going on a
boat trip in the afternoon he taught us a
fourpart round called Floating Along. We
then practised Juanita from the Oxford
Book Of Flexible Songs showing us the
flexibility of the song.
Alan then told us a little more about his
education at RCM. Then he went to Not
tingham University then ended up teach
ing at Colchester Institute.
We then looked at My Hands I Lift To You
written for his son’s wedding. He ex
plained some of how he composed the
music, showing when the words speak of
lifting hands the tune rises.
We finished with a French folk song and
then the oldest song in the book Sumer Is
Icumen In which, again, is a round. At that
point lunch was icumen in.
After lunch we had what has come to be
known as our Speed Dating session when
five of the trade stands had ten minutes
to present their products and services. It
is always good to hear this session.
Alan Bullard returned after our coﬀee
break to Talk about cantatas he has
composed. Wondrous Cross and O Come
Emmanuel which are available on You
Tube.

After the entertainment I slipped oﬀ to
bed. I don’t stay up late nowadays.

Celia introduced our first speaker was
Alan Bullard. He has been writing music
all his life and frequently takes commis
sions for choral societies, church choirs,
orchestral societies and ensembles. Alan
grew up in London and studied at the
Royal College of Music and Nottingham
University.

voices in unison, 2, 3 and 4 parts and
piano/organ.

Another round was taught. ‘This is a per
fect fifth, this is a perfect fourth, major
third, minor third, two semitones and an
octave’.

New music has not been much in demand
over the pandemic as choirs are only just
getting back to work and updating them
selves on their own music.
He did some work on YouTube to get his
music out there.
Alan introduced a piece he wrote 20 years
ago, Be Joyful which he wrote for Group
20 and performed in Ely Cathedral. We
practised a section from this work.
Alan showed us a copy of the Oxford Book
Of Flexible Songs which he has edited and
oﬀers a variety of forms for choral singing,

He went on to explain about how he has
combined various carols. He did one of
these for an American choir, A Light In The
Stable the Nativity story with the tune
based on Of The Father’s Love Begotten.
There is a section which combined two
tunes for Away In A Manger the American
favourite and the English version. Another
movement of this piece is based around Il
Est Ne Le Divine Enfant. The last move
ment combines Of The Father’s Love Be‐
gotten with The First Nowell.
At the end of this very festive talk, we had
to leave to go for the coach that would
take us to a cruise on Lake Windermere.
Now you may wonder why a cruise on the
day we have our Gala Concert? You know
how it has been recently. It was not poss
ible this year to have a Gala Concert be
5

cause there weren’t enough choirs able to
perform for us. Instead, we had a rather
pleasant sail on Windermere and re
turned for dinner and an evening of talk
and tipple.
3 April  Tim, Trains... time for home
On Sunday morning we began the day.
Post breakfast, with a seminar from our
dear friend, Tim Knight. He began by ex
plaining that last year he was asked to
stand in for Douglas Combes and had
come well prepared. This year he thought
he might get Covid at the last minute and
Douglas would have to stand in for him,
so he hadn’t come as well prepared. Of
course, he began by showing us a photo
of an English Electric railway engine of
which he owns a fifth. He went on to ex
plain what he does now as a composer
and arranger, a conductor and choral di
rector of three Yorkshire choirs (two of
which he founded). He is author of best
selling choir and concert management
books. He publishes his own music and
that of a number of diﬀerent composers.
Tim runs a music college in Leeds which is
a charity providing music services and
education cheaply to take music to dis
advantaged people. They currently have
250 people receiving music lessons a
week. They go out to schools in some of
the most deprived areas renting musical
instruments at £1. He also runs Singing
Days.
He told us about Francis Jackson, choir
master York Minster, who died last year at

the age of 104. Tim gained entry to York
Minster choir by singing Some Enchanted
Evening when he was six and was in
fluenced by him for a number of years. He
only remembered Francis losing his
temper and shouting twice. Each time he
did he sent out for ice creams for the
whole choir so, of course, they always
tried to get him worked up. Tim is where
he is because of this man.

ranged them in groups of diﬀerent
singers, sopranos, altos, tenors and basses
rather than having only one section of
each. He ended up with six choirs standing
next to each other giving a wonderful ‘sur
round sound’. Tim went through a
number of the ideas available in the book
and the audience enjoyed many of the
fresh ideas and suggestions.
The book is now available and would be
well worth the investment of all musical
directors.
We then sang the first line of Twinkle,
Twinkle Little Star in a number of diﬀerent
styles, opera singers, nuns or monks, pi
rates and George Formby, showing we
are capable of singing in many diﬀerent
voices. As Brenda Wilkinson said at the
end ‘We can always guarantee that we are
entertained, we’re made to laugh by Tim,
and the friendship continues and forever
will do.’

He told us about his latest book ‘Getting
The Best From Your Choir’, a boxload of
tips for choral directors. He wasn’t able to
bring any copies with him as it was so
new, it was not due to be published until
1 May.
Tim explained about bubbling, where an
American conductor took his choir and ar

After coﬀee we arrived at a slightly more
serious part of conference in the form of
the 95th Annual General Meeting at which
all the usual things were done and I’m not
going to spend time repeating it all. Then
followed a Member’s Open Forum which
discussed what we had done over the
weekend. After that those who remained
said their farewells and conference closed
for another year.
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Young And Eager
Churchdown Male Voice Choir – South West  Adrian Law
Jacob aged 5 is very eager to join Church

member of the choir in the future is the

down Male Voice Choir. He has a full uni

distance of 60 miles between his home

form, including a waistcoat with the

and Churchdown. He has attended several

choir’s emblem on it. His great uncle Colin

concerts with his parents and grand

Acton, with over 50 years’ service under

parents, his first occasion being when he

his belt, is Jacob’s great hero.

was only a few weeks old.

The photo was taken on the occasion of

Perhaps we can persuade his family to

the choir’s concert on 26 March in aid of

move a little nearer.

the Gloucestershire Hospital Trust’s new
state of the art scanner.
The only downside to Jacob becoming a
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Singing together apart
Banchory Singers – Scotland East  Dave Valentine

From tentative beginnings early in the first
COVID lockdown, Banchory Singers went
on to make good use of online singing to
sustain the choir and add to the learning
experience of its members.
Banchory Singers is a community choir,
drawing its members from the Aberdeen
shire town of Banchory and its rural hin
terland. When the first COVID lockdown
hit, our musical director, Tara Leiper, was
quick to sound us out about continuing to
meet and rehearse online using Zoom. Al
though none of us knew how this might
work most of the choir were keen to give
it a try. As Tara said herself, she ‘was un
sure if we would be able to sing together
in a meaningful way that would keep the
singers’ voices toned up and provide
musical and social stimulus to keep every
one motivated to attend’. For Tara this was
a period of rapid learning using YouTube
training and, mostly, trial and error. As
every singer now knows (if they didn’t be
fore), it is impossible to sing simulta
neously online because of the varying
time lag experienced as each signal travels
over the wires.
In the early weeks we kept our ambitions
low whilst we all became familiar with the
basic online operation. Tara billed it
simply as a ‘singalong’ and, with some
basic pointers on how best to sing each
number, we aimed to do no more than
8

sing some favourite songs in the virtual
company of all the little thumbnail
screens showing our fellow choir
members. Tara provided us with the
words and a recorded accompaniment so
that we could practise between sessions.
In the group sessions she played those
tracks, or live keyboard, whilst we muted
our microphones and sang along. In spite
of lockdown, choir was still a fun part of
our week when we could ‘give it laldy’ to
wellknown songs like Bridge Over
Troubled Water, the Lewis Bridal Song,
We’ll Meet Again, Weigenlied, Boyce’s
Alleluia, Thank You For The Music, Walk‐
ing Back To Happiness, and many more.
At the end of most sessions, we would all
take oﬀ our microphone mutes to sing
one last chorus together. The resultant ca
cophony, caused by the time lags, always
reduced us to laughter and we said our
farewells with big grins on our faces. A
real tonic in those diﬃcult times.
We also wanted to maintain our social
connection and adopted a couple of regu
lar interactive features. Each session (we
began with two 40minute sessions a
week – yes, the free Zoom option) in
cluded a fiveminute break when we di
vided into random breakout rooms of four
or five members for a quick ‘news’ about
how we were getting through lockdown;
and occasionally members were invited to

take a turn to address the whole choir on
a subject of their choice. This way we got
to know more choir members than only
those we sat beside during prelockdown
rehearsals. In addition, we heard about
people’s hobbies, stand out holidays,
musical tastes and even life stories. We
even had a social night with quizzes and
games, again making use of the breakout
groups feature, and the drinks and nibbles
were always our own choice!
The ranks of our choir swelled at this time
as we welcomed singers whose choir had
not continued online, exchoir members
who had moved away, and farflung
friends and relations.
By the time summer 2020 arrived we
were all quite confident with the technol
ogy and the choir committee met with
Tara to decide on where to go next. Tara
proposed that, as usual we should work
towards a Festive Concert at Christmas
time but in the knowledge that it would
more than likely be a virtual concert. This
was agreed, as was an investment in Tara’s
Zoom subscription so that we could run
rehearsals for a whole hour.
Tara had been thinking about the pros and
cons of online singing and this is how she
put it in a paper she wrote.
‘When working on repertoire I use several
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practice strategies. The first is leading
from the piano and singing/playing a vocal
part while the other parts either listen or
sing their part against me if they know it
well enough. This is great ear training be
cause usually in rehearsals individuals do
not have to keep a single line by them
selves, but the online platform means that
individuals are all singing solo at home.
Singing solo at home means there is no
team vocal support around the singer, and
this can be disconcerting and aﬀect con
fidence as you get no feedback as to your
accuracy, but it does mean you are not
under scrutiny and so for some singers
they can let go a bit more and really sing
out and enjoy and not worry about the
sound they make.’ (Tara’s full paper is
available here https://bit.ly/3xk6WPW )
It was also clear to us that Tara was put
ting in a lot of eﬀort to make online sing
ing work. She admitted that it ‘was very
labour intensive for the MD and more tir
ing than face to face singing’. It was time
for a short break before the concert re
hearsals began.
Our autumn term looked more like our
usual MO as we worked on the concert re
pertoire with guide tracks for each part

and rehearsals that were more focused on
producing a good sound. A new activity
for the choir members was to begin re
cording their individual contributions to
each song. This was quite intimidating for
many of us, not being used to hearing our
selves, but we got there. Tara took all the
individual tracks and mixed them together
with our accompanist’s track to produce
a recording that reproduced the full choir
sound. Several songs were given a video
track composed of a slide show of the
matically chosen photographs contributed
by the members. Others had a recording
of us all appearing to sing together on
Zoom. A high point was a song, We Are
Stronger Than We Believe, which Tara
composed using quotes from choir
members reflecting on how we all made
it through lockdown. The Festive Concert
was a big success. We sold tickets on
Eventbrite and had a large worldwide
audience.
After the festive break we went through
the same process again to produce
another virtual concert in May.
In July of 2021 we had our first get to
gether in over a year – an outdoor re
hearsal. This was good fun on a sunny

summer’s day, but we realised that it
would not be a viable option as autumn
wore on. Our eventual solution was to
split our weekly twohour rehearsals
doing one, with social distancing and
mask wearing, in our usual venue, pre
ceded on another day by a Zoom re
hearsal which prepared us to make best
use of the short live rehearsal. This
worked well and in December we held a
single Festive concert with a smaller than
usual, mask wearing socially distanced
audience. It wasn’t back to normal, but it
was great to be singing live together.
Carol singing together on Banchory High
Street in the rain wasn’t quite so great,
but we still smiled through it.
Since the new year began, we have re
turned to two hour, live, socially dis
tanced, indoor rehearsals where
individuals choose whether to wear a
mask. Now, as our Spring Concert ap
proaches, we feel closer to how it was
preCovid and are grateful that, thanks to
our MD, we were able to find a way to
keep together and keep singing through
all the challenges and disappointments of
lockdown restrictions.
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Vacancy – Musical Director
Sonara Singers Midlands East – Anne Eaton
Sonara Singers is an allfemale choir based
in South Normanton Derbyshire. We prac
tise every Monday, excluding Bank Holidays,
at the Post Mill Centre, South Normanton.
We are looking for a new MD who can take
us forward post Covid. Although we are now
back singing, and enjoying our rehearsals
and concerts, our numbers have reduced.
However, we are a friendly, and enthusiastic
choir. We currently total 36 ladies and are
keen to recruit more. The current age range
of our singers is from 36 to 84! Our reper
toire is eclectic, and we enjoy new chal
lenges, as well as remembering our old

songs. All of our songs are learned and we
do not use scripts during concerts.
Candidates should be aware of the role of
MD, have MD experience and have an
abundance of energy, enthusiasm and
drive. We would also need a candidate
with excellent communication skills and a
sense of humour. Our new MD will help us
maintain our present high standards and
continue our development.
Remuneration is by an honorarium,
currently paid monthly.

covering letter, should be sent to the
Chair – Anne Eaton, at
anne.eaton.ae@gmail.com.
Closing date for applications is 1 June 2022
Applicants will be invited to interview,
where you will be asked to perform with
the choir, as well as having a discussion
with key members of the committee.
Please do not hesitate to contact me, via
the email above, or on 07521979435 if
you have any queries.

Applications, in the form of a CV and

As Long As I Have Music
The Leaside Singers – Midlands East – Simon Chandler

Fifty years ago a Church Gresley based
group called the New Methodist Singers
decided that a change of name was
required. This was partly to broaden the
appeal of the choir and bolster the 17
strong membership but also as an early
group concert had featured the compere
asking what this ‘New Method of Singing’
involved, to considerable merriment. Tak
ing the local Maurice Lea Park as an inspi
ration the Leaside Singers were born.
Some of the first members of that choir
still sing with us, including my own par
ents – Terry, a fellow Tenor, and Christine
10

Chandler who is currently the head of the
choir – and the Wiltons. No doubt some
of you will have known Alan Wilton who
was a pianist, singer, composer and until
his sad death last year, the Musical Direc
tor of the choir from the beginning. Un
fortunately, many choirs have had similar
losses over these diﬃcult pandemic years,
and we take their memory with us as we
strive to rebuild for the future.
There have been plenty of highlights over
the years, from early competition success
to the many weddings, Christmas and
charity concerts and one trip to Halifax

where their programme described us as
‘Internationally Recognised’ which might
be stretching a point. Up to now our one
trip overseas was a wellremembered trip
to Pithiviers in France where our various
hosts treated us liberally to French cui
sine, wine and sunshine in turn for some
song. A return trip surely is overdue. We
have of course appeared at many concerts
with other local and wellknown choirs
that often appear in these pages, includ
ing Gresley Male Voice our near neigh
bours and the Boundary Singers who
share the same practice space as our
selves. The Midlands has long been a well
spring for folk who have a yearning to
perform music together and has survived
the end of the collieries and potteries that
produced so many of them.
History and celebrating friends past and
present is forefront in our minds as we
practise for our 50 Anniversary concert on
the 21 May at the nearby Gresley Old Hall.
We have chosen a range of music from
across the choir’s years, from the early
spiritually inspired music such as Swing
Low Sweet Chariot through Abba and An
drew Lloyd Webber to Westlife. We also
consider ourselves very fortunate to be
joined by local girlmadeverygood Har
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riet Eyley, who performed with us as she
was starting out as a Soprano and has
since performed with The Welsh National
Opera and even at the Palace. She will be
accompanied by talented pianist, Alan
Hutchinson, another local talent from
AshbydelaZouch. I think we can say we
are as excited to hear them as the paying
audience will be.
The choir has been practising hard to do

its part, and all choirs will know how
tough it has been to get back into the
swing after the enforced absence but
being back together has been a real joy.
Tears were certainly shed during the first
time singing together, and close bonds re
formed between people of numerous
backgrounds. We would, of course, love
some new singers to come and join us for
future concerts and events, to bolster the
ranks and help us move forward for... well

let’s hope for another 50 years at least.
More information can be found on our
Facebook page or by chatting to one of us
at a future event.
Over recent concerts our signature tune
has become As Long As I Have Music and
it sums up being in a choir very well. As
long as there’s a song for us to sing may
there be singing by The Leaside for years
to come.

158 years and still going strong!
Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir – Cornwall – Rosemary Cole
What is it about male voice choir singing
that has kept them all at it for so long?
Well, here are some of their thoughts:
Chris: ‘The pleasure of singing, both as an
individual and to an audience, is im
measurable.’
John: ‘I’ve enjoyed male voice singing for
just over 40 years, nonstop!’
Bob: ‘I love male voice choir singing; it has
taken me all round the world, socializing
with both men and women.’
Ray: ‘I enjoy the camaraderie and the tingle
up my spine when the MD gives us the
thumbs up after an excellent performance.’
Eric: ‘The camaraderie, the practices, the
concerts – I’d be lost without it.’
Five founder members of Tamar Valley
Male Voice Choir, based in Callington, East
Cornwall, have amassed 158 years of male
voice choir singing between them! What
a joy it was, after 2 years of cancelled an
nual Choir Dinners because of lockdowns
and Covid restrictions, to be able to invite
the Chairman of the Cornish Federation of
Male Voice Choirs, Phil Taylor, to join the
choir for dinner and to present longser
vice certificates to the men involved. And
what a surprise it was to them! Covid had
to play its part, of course, and one of the
five, John Springham was laid low with it
and unable to attend.

There are other less obvious benefits too,
of course. Singing has definite physical
health advantages; it also stimulates the

brain, lowers stress levels, exercises the
memory and you can make new friends,
travel with the choir, liven up your social
life and have fun!
In Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir we have
a very supportive Ladies’ Group who help
at concerts and whenever needed. They
are currently rehearsing for one of our in
house choir fun evenings when we all let
our hair down. The choir was 16 on St
George’s Day (23 April) and has been de
scribed as ‘a family’. We’ve travelled to
gether throughout the UK and in Europe,
singing to raise money for charity – most
recently for the crises in Afghanistan and
for Ukraine. With Director of Music, Rose
mary Cole, Accompanist, David Crocker
and Chairman, Charles Westlake, the
whole choir is proud to be able to cel
ebrate the loyalty to male voice singing of
our longservice members. Long may they
continue singing with us!

Chris Leggatt, with 42+ years of male voice
choir membership, John Springham, 40+
years, Bob Berry, 30 years, Ray Hinton 26
years and Eric Cruse, 20 years, have all
been enjoying practices for concerts far
and wide, which have brought in many
thousands of pounds for charity.
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C H O I R S AT S E A
Fred. Olsen’s Group Sales Team has many years of experience
working with choirs, concert bands and other forms of musical
groups, offering a bespoke service which includes the following:

Tailor-made cruise fare
Free places for group escorts Funding
towards transport to and from the port
Private rehearsal space on board
The opportunity to perform for other guests
Private choir drinks party Group dining
Specialist shore excursions

YOUR NHS COVID PASS

PASSENGER LOCATOR FORM

DESTINATION ENTRY FORMS
PLUS, OUR NO-RISK DEPOSIT AS STANDARD

For a personalised choir group quotation call us on 01473 746169
(9am - 5pm Mon to Fri) or email ellie.fulcher@fredolsen.co.uk
www.fredolsencruises.com
Group benefits may vary depending on cruise chosen. Please contact us for a tailor-made group quote on your chosen cruise.
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Across

PUZZLE PAGE
1

2

3

4

6 Showy technical skill (7)
7 American car is a convertible
caption (7)

5

9 farewell (5)
6

7

9

8

11 A brilliant solo passage can
daze potentially (7)

10

11

13 Peculiar looking red vat may
promote a product (6)

12

15 A dealer in supplies for vessels
(5,8)

13
14

15

10 Baggage examination (4,5)

19 Failed to hit again (6)
20 Atheist (7)

16

17

18
20

19

21

23 Not a vowel (9)
24 Prominant side (5)
26 Tease or mix a dusty
purplish pink colour (7)

22

27 A woman plaintiﬀ (7)
23

24

25

Down
26

27

1 Sage (4)
2 Season of mists (6)
3 Unlikely success somehow
can’t chafe (3,6)
4 Not reversible (35)
5 Front man on the bow of a sail
ing vessel (10)
6 Turn pale (6)
7 No longer current (4)
8 Writing in code
12 Make mechanical or routine
(10)
14 What’s it worth? (9)
16 Rustic music? (8)
17 Sounds like a more disgusting
merchant (6)
18 Sounds like a fee for wrong
doing (6)
21 What a laugh (6)
22 Gape turns a new leaf (4)
25 Not yours (4)

SOLUTIONS
PAGE 19
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To have your own copy of this page to work on go to
www.nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk
and look for the latest copy of News & Views then print the page. Easy!
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Oh, what a night!
Bestwood Male Voice Choir  Midlands East  Peter Fletcher
Only a week before the event, the choir
was concerned that ticket sales were
quite low, but word soon got round and
on the night it was wonderful to see the
church packed out. With the Ukrainian
flag respectfully draped over the com
pere’s rostrum, the concert got oﬀ to a
very emotional start with everyone stand
ing as the Ukraine National Anthem was
played over the church’s sound system.
The choir was delighted to be back singing
live on Saturday 12 March with a Spring
Concert at Hucknall Central Methodist

old Leila Hallam, from Calverton who has
rhabdomyosarcoma, a rear life threaten
ing children’s cancer. The fund was orig

Church, celebrating the life and legacy of
the Choir’s founder, Len Hogg.

inally formed to take Leila and her family
to Disneyland but having already passed
the target of £20,000, the family have de
cided to donate any additional money to
the Rhabdomyosarcoma Clinical Trial.

The concert was a huge success, with a ca
pacity audience and raised £1,300 which
was donated in full to the fund for 7year

After a long enforced ‘Covid break’, the
audience showed tremendous appreciation
for Bestwood MVC’s repertoire with some
old favourites including the Lord’s Prayer,
Take me home and the appropriate and
ever popular What Would I Do Without My
Music?. Under Musical Director, Mirek Rus
and with accompanist, Philip Miles making
his debut concert performance, new items

Let’s hear it!
...for a super simple ticketing
solution for all your performances.
Whatever the size of your concert, TryBooking
is the easy to manage online event ticketing solution
that’s quick to set up and always low cost.
Wonderfully ﬂexible for creating seating plans
and multiple ticket options, TryBooking takes care
of the admin of organising ticket sales and managing
all your bookings.
Events set up and live within 15 minutes, and our
friendly UK customer services team are always
on-hand if needed.
At last, a simple booking system to really sing about.

Planning you next event? Call us 0333 344 3477 or visit www.trybooking.com
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such as The Fields Of Athenry, Shine and The
Water Is Wide were also included.

who suggested that the proceeds from
the concert should go towards Leila Hal
lam’s charity, which was boosted by both
choirs and Hucknall Central Methodist
Church very generously waiving their fees.

As if that was not enough and adding,
lovely contrasting voices, Bestwood MVC
was joined for this special occasion by the
wonderful RollsRoyce Ladies Choir from
Derby, under their Musical Director,
Christine Hunt, and accompanied by their
pianist, John Lord.

If any men are interested in joining Be
stwood MVC, they are always looking for
new members of any age and would wel
come anyone interested on Tuesday even
ings, 7.30  9.30 at Bestwood Village
Community Centre or visit

Holding the whole evening together with
his usual brand of humour, jokes and one
liners was Bestwood MVC’s President,
Compere and member of the baritone
section, John Pritchard. It was also John

www.bestwoodmvc.org.uk
for more information.

Oh, what another night!
Bestwood Male Voice Choir  Midlands East  Peter Fletcher
tions, with the concert raising over £3,000
towards the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian
Fund. Many of the audience compli
mented the professionalism of the choirs
for coming together as a massed choir at
such short notice without prior joint re
hearsals.

On Sunday 1 May six East Midlands Male
Voice Choirs made up a massed choir of
135 singers to perform a unique concert
at St Paul’s Church, Daybrook in aid of the
crisis in Ukraine. Bestwood MVC were
joined by Carlton MVC, Mansfield & Dis
trict MVC, RadcliﬀeonTrent MVC, San
diacre MVC and South Notts Men’s
Chorus, together with guest mezzoso
prano soloist Katherine Dryden for this ex
tremely successful event. However,
unfortunately owing to a number of posi
tive covid tests Eastwood Collieries MVC
had to sadly withdraw from the event at
the eleventh hour.
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The concert got oﬀ to an emotional start
with both the choirs and the audience
joining together to sing the Ukrainian Na
tional Anthem and closed with our own
National Anthem, followed by a blessing
from the Revd Jacqueline Bull, Vicar of St
Paul’s. The concert programme included a
number of audience participation pieces,
including Guide Me O Thou Great Re‐
deemer, I Vow To Thee My Country, Oh
Danny Boy, Jerusalem, Imagine and How
Great Thou Art and O Lord My God.

At the end of the evening Mirek Rus,
Musical Director of the organising Be
stwood MVC, thanked the other MDs,
soloist, accompanists, audience and in
particular the team from St Paul’s Church
for their wonderful hospitality and gener
ous provision of interval refreshments.
For those unable to attend the concert,
donations can still be made at the Just
Giving page https://bit.ly/3Khvg8D

The almost full house audience of around
170 showed their appreciation with ex
tremely enthusiastic applause and dona
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100 years of singing 19222022
Biddulph Male Voice Choir  Midlands North  Ian Barber

Our choir was founded in May 1922 by
brothers Edward and Thomas Roberts,
local builders, who sang in their local
Methodist church choir in Station Road,
Biddulph. The choir members were all
drawn from the local area and comprised
of miners, potters, and steel workers,
many of whom sang in church choirs. Al
though male voice choir singing was no
thing new, this was the only choir in the
Biddulph area at the time. These were
hard times just after the Great War, and
it’s thought that many joined a male voice
choir to rediscover the feelings of friend
ship, fellowship, and camaraderie missing
in their lives since the end of the war.
These feeling are still so important today
and are found in abundance in all male
voice choirs.

The Choir’s logo, adopted in 1993, fea
tures the local landmark Mow Cop Castle
and the Staﬀordshire Knot, both symbols
of the steadfastness and stability of North
Staﬀordshire, which like the choir has
weathered the years and withstood the
test of time. The Staﬀordshire Knot dates
from 750850 AD, and is the heraldic
badge of the ‘Staﬀord’ family who,
through Morag, Lady Staﬀord, approved
its use by the choir. It remains uncon
firmed that the initial purpose of the knot
was to enable the Sherriﬀ to hang three
criminals in one go.
With the choir formed, Ed became its first
conductor until he was tragically killed in a
16

road accident on 9 July 1924. His brother
Tom then succeeded him in the role and the
following year led the choir to its first
award, top prize at the ‘Wesleyan Eistedd
fod’ in Talke, StokeonTrent, deposing the
choir who had won the championship for
the previous four years running – some
achievement. Tom continued in his role as
conductor for a further fourteen years
when in 1937 a rift in the aﬀairs of the choir
led him to being replaced by Tom Johnson.

During the years 19371957 the choir ex
panded considerably and achieved much
success in both competition and concert
hall. It is recorded that between 1939 and
1949, the choir gave a legendary 390 con
certs to raise funds for ‘Forces Comforts’
and aids to charities. Numerous broad
casts were also made, nine London theatre
concerts were given, and the choir repre
sented Staﬀordshire at a choral festival at
Harringay, London, in 1947. The choir was
‘Congratulated not only for the way it had
kept together during the diﬃcult war
years, but even more so for its sustained
eﬀorts on behalf of local charities... its ser
vices are in constant demand’.

In the years that followed, the choir’s for
tunes declined with the changes in the pat
tern of public entertainment and tastes.
The spirit of fellowship which is so much a
feature of any choir must have been sorely
tested, but the choir managed to hold to
gether over the next twelve years in spite

of having no less than eight conductors and
a membership of less than twenty.
In 1969 a local music teacher Gwenda
Jones was persuaded to fill in the conduc
tor’s job on a temporary basis. This she
agreed to do and stayed with the choir
until her retirement in 2013! Under her
leadership the choir’s membership rose to
over eighty members.
There then followed a ‘purple patch’ for
the choir during which they were regu
larly performing twenty concerts a year.
In 1970 the choir started to present an
annual concert series at the prestigious
Victoria Hall in Hanley, StokeonTrent
which ran for over forty years. These con
certs saw the choir sharing the stage with
some of the most prestigious military and
civilian bands in the UK.

From 1976 the choir enjoyed concert
tours to several European countries in
cluding Italy, Germany, Holland, Norway,
Switzerland and Austria and enjoyed con
siderable success in many competitions
including a third place at the Llangollen In
ternational Eisteddfod. The choir also or
ganized and ran a successful music festival
attracting musicians and choirs from
around the UK.
Following the resignation of Gwenda
Jones after more than forty years, the
choir appointed local musician, Daniel
Keen as musical director in 2013 and con
tinued with its regular concert pro
gramme including singing at the Anglo
Welsh Festival of Choirs at St David’ Hall
in Cardiﬀ and at Birmingham Town Hall.
In 2017 the choir appointed Anthony
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHOIRS

members to illness during this time. How
ever, the choir is now back to full face to
face rehearsals and preparing for what ap
pears to be a very busy Centenary Year of
concerts, including a memorial concert for
those choristers who sadly died during the
pandemic. The highlight of the year will be
the Centenary concert in September
when we will again be sharing the stage
with one of the UK’s top brass bands.

Marks as its musical director, following
Daniel’s resignation, and under his gui
dance the choir continues to flourish
having performed again in Cardiff in 2018
and being engaged for many concerts lo

cally, raising considerable sums for charity.
Like so many more, the choir was silenced
during the Covid pandemic and the fol
lowing lockdowns, and sadly lost several

Given the fact that more popular music is
now being arranged for male voice choirs,
and that people now appear to be slowly
returning to live performances, the choir
is looking forward to the future, and
possibly another ‘100 years of singing’.

Predinner entertainment
The Glasgow Phoenix Choir  Scotland West  Anne Kay
The choir’s first engagement of 2022 took
place in the Merchants’ House of Glasgow
when we provided some predinner enter
tainment at the inaugural dinner hosted by
the Lord Dean, May Storrie, who is a great
supporter of the choir. Although we only
sang for about 30 minutes, choir members
were elated to be singing in public to an
appreciative audience. Cameron, our con
ductor, was also very pleased with the
choir’s sound, which he’d been having
some diﬃculty judging as we had been ad
hering to socially distanced rehearsals in a
large, airy church.
Our next event and first proper concert of
the year was in late April and was one that
we’d spent most of this year’s rehearsals
preparing for. Usually, in the spring, we
perform a concert in the main hall of Glas
gow Royal Concert Hall. Two years ago, we
had intended to sing for the first time in
the new auditorium at the concert hall
which belongs to the Royal Scottish Na
tional Orchestra. Sadly, that event was
cancelled because of youallknowwhat.
The new auditorium has been described
as ‘acoustically perfect’. Though none of us
was quite clear what that might mean, the
experience in the smaller hall was wonder
ful. The sound was vibrant and clear, and
it felt like an easy space to sing in. Our ac
companist for the concert was the multi
talented Gordon Cree and our special
guest was mezzosoprano Cheryl Forbes.

NEWS & VIEWS  227  SUMMER 2022

The concert programme was very varied
and included sacred music, Scots’ songs,
spirituals, modern, international and easy
listening music. The audience gave every
appearance of thoroughly enjoying every
thing that we threw at them. Cheryl sang
four sets within the programme and had
chosen a perfect selection to link up with
our own items. And what a voice! Not
only was Cheryl’s singing, in her beautiful,
rich voice amazing to hear, but her per
formance of each song was superb.
While our programme included some old
favourites, Cameron had mixed in a good
selection of revived pieces from our exist
ing repertoire as well as a range of music
that was completely new to the choir. The
newest piece though, was commissioned
by the choir to celebrate our platinum an
niversary  Opening  composed and ar
ranged by our Honorary President, Bob
Chilcott. The words were written by his
regular collaborator, Charles Bennett,
whose awardwinning poetry has been
published to wide acclaim. The words cel
ebrate the start of something new, with
emphasis on the change from winter
darkness to the light and hope of spring.
It oﬀers a great analogy for the reopening
of all the things that have been so aﬀected
over the last two years with its key mess
age of hope for the future. Opening is a
joy to sing, and its premiere received a
rapturous welcome from the audience.

I’m sure many choirs will add it to their re
pertoire in future years. We are very
grateful to The Provincial Grand Lodge of
Glasgow for sponsoring this composition
and we are especially grateful to Cameron
for all his hard work in preparing us for the
entire concert and for the first public per
formance of Opening.
Looking ahead, on Saturday, 7 May, the
choir will be singing in the glorious sur
roundings of Paisley Abbey. The concert is
in aid of ACCORD hospice. This year, AC
CORD is celebrating 40 years of providing
palliative and end of life care to people liv
ing with or aﬀected by a life limiting illness
in Renfrewshire and parts of East Renfrew
shire. A compassionate approach supports
patients and their families in the commu
nity, at home, and in the hospice. A great
cause that we are honoured to support.
At the end of May we will be undertaking
our first tour since September 2019, when
we visit the beautiful Isle of Skye for a
three night stay and three concerts in vari
ous venues across the island. Our last visit
in May 2019 was a great success and we
are looking forward to this return trip. The
final public event of the season will take us
to Bannockburn to sing in a concert to
raise funds for Ukrainian refugees. Un
usually, we have been asked to participate
in a private event in July – a wedding in the
beautiful Scottish countryside. Sadly, we
don’t get to wear our posh hats – ah, well!
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Banks Music Publications
THE WELLERMAN
TTBB and Piano arranged by Michael Ware
PCS50 £1.75
A fun arrangement of the New Zealand Folk - Song, recently a
worldwide hit on Tik-Tok!

Now
ow st
stocki
ockist
sts of the
he following
following:

THE PRIDE OF LONDON – A MEDLEY
TTBB & Piano Arranged by
Zack Laurence PCS49 £2.95

GIFTWARE
___

COMPOSER BIOGRAPHIES
___

ORGAN MUSIC

A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square, The Lambeth Walk, Knees up Mother Brown
amongst many others.

___

SINGER’S FACE MASKS
___

GLORIA
TTBB and Piano. Geraint Davies ECS611 £1.95
A truly jubilant Gloria, perfect to either open or close a concert.

HELP MUSICIANS
CHARITY GREETINGS
CARDS
___

MUSIC STORAGE BOXES:

www.banksmusicpublications.co.uk

New Series of female composers:

BANKS MUSIC PUBLICATIONS

KASSIAN CHORAL SERIES

The Granary, Wath Court, Hovingham,
York YO62 4NN Tel: 01653 628545

Works for upper voices and SATB by
Olivia Sparkhall, Hilary Campbell and
Lydia Kakabadse (amongst others)
Check out the website for full details:

Email: info@banksmusicpublications.co.uk

2022 – our 50th Anniversary year!

Cardboard music storage boxes.
Please see our website
for sizes and prices.
www.banksmusicpublications.co.uk
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HOW I LIKE TO RECEIVE ARTICLES
The first thing is to send your article attached to
(not in the body of) an email to

HOUSE STYLE
•

have this, don’t worry I can soon change the one

publications.oﬃcer@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

you use.)

‘Wow! that is a long email address’, I hear you say. Yes •
it is but you will find that once it’s in your computer you
can just start to type it and your computer will oﬀer to •
finish it for you.
•
Many of our contributors love to show their prowess
by sending in wonderful finished articles with coloured
headlines, five diﬀerent fonts and many underlinings,
italics and bold bits. Then, of course, I have to spend
time taking them all out before I can set their article up
the way you will see it in the magazine. I’m afraid I also
have a thing about exclamation marks. I allow one
per article. Anymore I remove.
KEEP IT SIMPLE!
PHOTOGRAPHS
Send me pictures as high resolution .jpegs of
1mb or more, minimum 300 dpi.

We use Calibri 10pt in News & Views. (If you don’t

Set your paragraphs to single space with no spac
ing before or after paragraphs.
Start with the name of your choir.
Then the NAC group your choir is in.

•

Tell me who has written it.

•

Write your article.

•

Quotes use single speech marks (same key as @
but without the shift).

•

Dates do not include st nd rd or th

•

Abbreviations do not have full stops.

•

Song titles are shown in italics.

•

Please do not put photos in the text.

•

Don’t use am or pm in times.

•

Unless the word ‘choir’ is part of a title it should
NOT have a capital letter.

•

Your choir is singular so ‘the choir is’ not ‘the
choir are’
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The Oﬃcers
Ronald Corp SSC OBE

President

Brenda Wilkinson

Clive Lawton

Chairman, Membership Oﬃcer

Conference Co‐ordinator

Andante, 23 Mendip Close, Ashby de la Zouch,
Leicester LE65 1DZ

20 Arthur’s Court, Stretton,
Burton on Trent DE13 0GS

01530 411178
membership.oﬃcer@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk
chairman@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

01283 569677
conference.coordinator@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

Celia Johns

Bob Swallow

General Secretary

Publications Oﬃcer

350 March Road, Turves, Whittlesey,
Peterborough PE7 2DW

8 Charles Avenue, Laceby,
Grimsby DN37 7HA

01733 840370

01472 500130

general.secretary@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

publications.oﬃcer@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

Paul Gailiunas

John Croft

Treasurer

Services Oﬀicer & Public Relations Oﬀicer

25 Hedley Terrace, Gosforth,
Newcastle NE3 1DP

15 Glendale, The Bayle,
Folkestone, Kent CT20 1SH

0191 285 0654

01303 240345
services.oﬃcer@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk
pro@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

treasurer@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

Karl Harper

Pete Carlyon

Music Review Oﬀicer

Webmaster

67 Woodville Road, Overseal
Derbyshire DE12 6LU

136 New Bristol Road,
Weston super Mare BS22 6AY

01283 760354

01934 513320

07976 548969

music.reviews@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

Oﬃcer Meetings
Most Oﬃcer Meetings will be held using Zoom
7 June 13 September 15 November
10 January 2023
Members Open Forums
Saturday 25 June 2022 venue to be advised
Saturday 24 September 2022 venue possibly Glasgow
Saturday 28 January 2023 (Zoom)

webmaster@nationalassociationofchoirs.org.uk

Vice Presidents
Bob Barratt  Music Publisher
Richard Bradley  ret Chairman, PRO, Services Oﬃcer
Gerald Haigh  ret Chairman
Peter Marshall  ret Services Oﬃcer
Alan Simmons  Music Publisher
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Closing dates for submissions to News & Views
Spring Issue  31 December

Summer Issue  30 April

Autumn Issue  31 August

